M.Ss.A. 20 – Sanctification – Transfiguration (I)

Sanctification = Epistle

Transfiguration = Gospel
Introduction:

To be a saint and transfigured like Christ, there is our life and the purpose of our existence.

A saint is a human being.  And this human being, in order to be a saint has to be well balanced.  Rooted in Christ, bound to him, the saint lives by the life of Christ and already participates to the mystery of Christ which is the mystery of his passion death and Resurrection.

Participating daily in the Mystery of Christ is certainly reliving that transfiguration like the Image of Christ = Light of the world.

1st Point:

United together in the Spirit of our Baptism, we form together a priestly brotherhood in union with Christ. The Royal Priesthood of the faithful however, as excellent as it may be, can not represent itself in the actual mediation of Christ because it consists precisely in the Communion with Christ… This mediation can only be achieved through the ministerial priesthood which represents Christ “in Person”.  Therefore, the one who is actually celebrating Mass has received the Holy Orders to represent you, to represent the whole Church in the mediation of Christ.

Few receive that Sacrament, but together as we all belong to the common priesthood of the faithful.  We have received the mission to teach, to give our life meaning, to give our family meaning, to give our country meaning, and to make our life more meaningful. Not only for us but also for others, wherever we are throughout all of God’s Creation. 

This meaning is truly expressed when we accept in the fact that Christ is all in all, when we accept actually that all is grace.  This meaning is truly expressed when we accept in the fact that Christ is all in all, when we accept in practice that all is grace.
But already the world finds its meaning, that is to say its transfiguration in the very fact that Christ is truly living upon the Altar.  Even if the world knew more moral and more physical miseries, the world is a success on account of the Eucharist which contains all goods…

Yet, this success depends precisely on the ministry of the priest which renders Christ present and actual in the Eucharist with the power of its mediation.  This is he, whom the priest represents on earth, and as long as there will be a priest who will renew this gesture, the world will be a success, on account of Christ.

“All is yours, you are Christ’s.  Christ is God’s.”  

The truth is that we have no other universal high Priest, no other mediation than Christ.  All comes to us through him and must return to him.

“To live for me is Christ, cried out St. Paul, and to die is a gain.”

But if death itself has been transformed, may we not expect, with St. Paul, that our actions be also unified and transfigured so that the world will believe?

2nd Point:

If we are priests together through to that effect, “the Word of God has transfused himself in his disciples” = “Go ye through all nations…” Prepare for me a nation of priests!

Although both movements, the oecumenical and the missionary, possess a unique dynamism of attraction which is Christ, the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, they are nonetheless very historical and perfectly in the line of Incarnation.  So also are the Institutions, they vary and must adapt themselves to the needs of the times.
This is the Missionaries task, this is the task of the Church, and this is our task to look after these Institutions, especially in the missions.  Otherwise, the whole visible aspect of the church would not make sense at all.  As changing as they may be, Institutions are essential to the temporal mission of the church.  They are essential in the missions to give life, meaning, to give their suffering, meaning.  This is what we are planning to do in the missions.

As surprising as it may seem, in a country like Peru, where I work, people in majority are Catholic, 75% of the priests are foreigners.  Not counting the seminary of which I happen to be in Superior, I was recently appointed responsible for 23 parishes in the parish’s surrounding area.  For all of these parishes, only two priests are available at present.  However, priestly vocations in South America exist in large number, but almost exclusively among the adults.  None or very few Institutions exist.

Incidentally, this is the goal of our Society to establish these Institutions, to have a National seminary in Peru and Colombia, which count fifty students each.  In fact, we are not short of Institutions, what we are lacking is the mean of maintaining and establishing others.

A nation wide propaganda has just been launched (with the Apostolic Nuncio of Peru) 10 for recruiting priests in that particular country, 20 for establishing the church there so that she be able to suffice herself with priest coming from the country, 30 for setting up centers for adult vocations to the priesthood.

The most important work of the church!  This is to plant solidly the church in a given country. There may be other ways, but this one is unique, more direct, and the most effective.  In general, when we speak about countries undergoing the process of development, we feel afflicted about the material poverty…  Of course, this is problem is real and it is urgent that all men cope with it.  Yet, very few think about the intellectual and spiritual poverty which is still more degrading.

In that line, the Christian religion which teaches Salvation of men through the Humanity of its founder has something to say = “Search first of all the kingdom of God and its justice”, said Christ.

Therefore, just as the kingdom of God present among us is spiritual, so must also our preoccupation be…  What does that mean in practice, if not that the work of spiritual and intellectual education must come first in our missionary efforts.

Conclusion:

Priestly vocations are there in sufficient number for every country.  Still, they have to achieve their maturity.  They need us priests.  They and we need you today.

Let us bear in mind that when I go to the missions, I and other missionaries to there as your representatives in Christ.  I and we are your missionary representatives.

In that occurring urgency, your readiness to serve could not meet a greater challenge… Hence, my appeal must honestly take the realist and concrete form that I address you.

In helping me, in helping us, you help yourselves… “All that you shall do to the least of my brethren, you shall do it like unto me.”  In so doing, our country will surely benefit from the transfiguration of Christ.  Won’t we let him transform our life?  Won’t we give him that chance?

M.Ss.A. 20 – Sanctification – Transfiguration (II)
Sanctification = Epistle

Transfiguration = Gospel
Introduction:        To be a saint and transfigured like Christ, there is our life and the purpose of our existence.

To be a Saint is to be a human being

· well balanced

· rooted in Christ

This is to participate daily to his mystery (passion, death and resurrection).

1st Point

The Church:         Through the common priesthood of the faithful, the Vocation of the Church is to express the meaning of God’s creation.  This Royal Priesthood consists in the communion with Christ.

The Priesthood:   The Royal Priesthood however can not represent itself in the acting mediation of Christ.  This can be achieved only through the ministerial priesthood which represents Christ “in person”.

The Sacrament:   This mediation which has the power to transfigure the whole created world is ever active in Christ truly living upon the Altar and as long as there will be a priest to renew the Eucharist, the world will be a success on account of Christ.

Unity in Christ:   “All is yours, yours are Christ’s. Christ is God’s.”  

 The truth is that we have no other universal High Priest but Christ.  All comes to us through him and must therefore return to him.

Oecumenism:       “To live for me is Christ, cried out St. Paul, and to die is a gain.”

But if death itself has been transformed, may we not expect with St. Paul that our Action be also unified and transfigured so that the world will believe?

2nd Point

The Mission:        If we are priests together through Baptism, we are also missionaries together.  To that effect, “the Word of God has transfused himself in his disciples”: “Go ye through all nations”… Prepare for me a nation of priests!

Institutions:         Although both movements, the oecumenical and the missionary , possess a unique Dynamism of Attraction which is Christ, the same yesterday, today and tomorrow, they are no less historical and perfectly in the line of Incarnation.  So are the Institutions, they vary and therefore must adapt themselves to the needs of the times.

The                      This is the missionary’s task, this is the task of the Church, and this is our task    therefore Missionaries:  to look after these Institutions especially in the Missions.  Otherwise the whole visible aspect of the Church would not make sense at all.  As changing as they may be, Institutions are essential to the mission of the Church.  

Local Clergy:      As surprising as it may seem, in a country like Peru, where I work, people in

 (particular           majority are Catholic, 75% of the priests are foreigners. (…the seminary and the

    problem)          23 parishes…)  However, priestly vocations in South America exist in large number but almost exclusively among the adults.  None or very few Institutions exist.

Present                 Incidentally, this is the goal of our Society to establish these Institutions, to have a

   Realizations      National Seminary in Peru and in Colombia, which count fifty students each.  In

  (steps toward     fact, we are not short of Institutions for the moment… What we are lacking is the

       a solution)     mean of maintaining what we have and of establishing others.

Ecclesiastical       A nation wide propaganda has just been launched with the apostolic Nuncio of

     Support:          Peru: 10 for recruiting priests in that particular country, 20 for establishing the Church there so that she be able to suffice herself with priests coming from the country, 30 for setting up Centers for adult vocations to the priesthood.

Priority First:       The most important work of the Church!  This is to plant solidly the Church in a given country!!!  There may be other ways but this one is unique, the more direct and the most effective.

Motivation…       When we speak about countries in the process of development like Latin America, we feel afflicted about the material poverty.  Of course, this is a real problem and all men must cope with it.  Yet, very few think about the intellectual and spiritual poverty which is still more degrading.

Invitation:            In that line, the Christian religion which teaches Salvation of all men through the humanity of its founder has something to say: “Search first of all the kingdom of God” says Christ.

True Wisdom:     Therefore, just as the kingdom of God is spiritual, must not also our preoccupations be?  In practice, this means that the work of spiritual and intellectual education must come first in our missionary endeavors.

Conclusion:

Priestly vocations are there in sufficient number for every country.  Still, they have to achieve their maturity.  They need us priests.  They and we need you today.


Let us bear in mind that when I go to the missions, I and all other missionaries go there as your representatives in Christ.  I and we are your missionary representatives.


In that occurring urgency, your readiness to serve could not meet a greater challenge… Hence, my appeal must honestly take the realist and concrete form that I address you.


In helping me, in helping us, you help yourselves… “All that you shall do to the least of my brethren, you shall do it like unto me”.  In so doing our country will surely benefit from the transfiguration of Christ.  Won’t we let him transform our concrete life?  Won’t we give him that chance?

