Christian Maturity

Introduction: 

“On this subject (the authentic Priesthood of Jesus Christ), we have many things to say, and they are difficult to explain because you have grown so slow in understanding.  Really, when you should by this time have become masters, you need someone to teach you all over again the elementary principles of interpreting God’s oracles; you have gone back to needing milk, and not solid food.  Truly, anyone who is still living on milk cannot digest the doctrine of righteousness because he is still a baby.  Solid food is for mature men with minds trained by practice to distinguishing good and bad.”     (Heb 5, 11-14) 

“... And to some, his gift was that they should be apostles; to some, prophets; to some, evangelists; to some, pastors and teachers; so that the saints together make a unity in the work of service, building up the body of Christ.  In this way we are all to come to unity in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God, until we become the perfect Man, fully mature with the fullness of Christ himself.  

Then we shall not be children any longer, or tossed one way and another and carried along by every kind of doctrine, at the mercy of all the tricks men play and their cleverness in practicing deceit.  If we live by the truth and in love, we shall grow in all ways into Christ, who is the Head by whom the whole body is fitted and joined together, every joint adding its own strength, for each separate part to work according to its function.  So the body grows until it has built itself up, in love.”     (Eph 4, 11-16) 

- 
As he grows from childhood to the maturity of the adult, man should retain some of the qualities of the child: his humility, his simplicity, his readiness to obey..., all qualities that he will gradually practice in a different way: as an adult - 


He should at the same time, and also progressively, abandon some of the faults of a child: his lack of initiative, his egoism, the narrowness of his views, etc... 

- 
Man is born into a family - and he needs a family to fulfill himself completely: 


- for his personal fulfillment - 


- and also to collaborate to other people’s fulfillment: 



this means social integration - 

- 
Man will never reach maturity if he lives alone, avoiding any relation with others - if he does not get integrated within a group - <this is an> indispensable condition to happiness - 

- 
There is no happiness without somebody to love - and without being loved.  

- 
And so men - united in mutual love - are forging the history that is life, in God’s intimacy, and in their brothers’ intimacy too - 

It is life in depth - it is self-realization: 

this is Christian maturity - 

A few typical features of the mature Christian: 

1.  
He knows how to differentiate between desires, serious and sincere intentions 



- which know no limits 



- and give its true value to our life - 


and the execution, 



- limited by time, places, talents, opportunities, oppositions, etc.... 


Our constant efforts and our perpetual re-beginnings are our true successes: they demonstrate to us the dynamic sincerity of our intentions, of our desires.  

2.  
He puts order into his life, and to that end imposes a schedule on himself, arranging: 

- a time for prayer, i.e., to listen to God and talk to him: this being the condition for making an oration of his whole life; 

- a time for work, - and for much work - 

- a time for rest - for meals, ... 

- a time for social meetings, - which he knows to keep to an efficient and useful duration, - and no more - etc. etc.... 

“There is a season for everything, a time for every occupation under heaven.”     (Eccl 3, 1) 

3.  
He knows how to distinguish between what is essential, important and accidental: 


- what is essential does not admit any compromise; 


- what is important: at times may be sacrificed to a greater good; 


- what is accidental: knows a great adaptability to persons or to events.  

4.  
He is convinced that only He who is sensibly optimistic can grow up, be a leader and turn ideas into realities.  

5.  
He cheerfully accepts criticism, knowing it to be an opportunity for him to improve himself; 

6.  
He does not fall into self-pity, and recognizes the law of compensation; 

7.  
He does not expect to be treated in any privileged way; 

8.  
He knows how to control his bad temper or his anger; 

9.  
He shows calm in all difficult circumstances; 

10.
He has passed the phase ‘all or nothing’.  Having discovered the happy medium, he knows that nothing is completely good, nor entirely bad; 

11.
He patiently accepts reasonable delays; he admits that he is not the Master of the universe and that he must be ready to accept compromise, adapting himself to circumstances; 

12.
He is a good loser, and if defeat comes, accepts it without grumbling and without complaints; 

13.
He does not worry unduly about what is beyond his own realm; 

14.
He does not boast; 

15.
He is sincerely happy when others succeed, being free from all feeling of envy or jealousy; 

16.
He is broad-minded enough to listen to someone else’s opinions, and can argue with conviction, but not with passion, if one opposes his own ideas; 

17.
He knows how to foresee, and does not rely on last minute inspiration; 


Above all: 

18.
He believes in a Power stronger than his own: 

“There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives me strength.”     (Phil 4, 13) 

19.  To him, all is success: 

“We know that, by turning everything to their own good, God cooperates with all those who love him.”     (Rom 8, 28) 

20.
He feels that he is part of the People of God (human family) - and endeavors to “do his share” in all the groups to which he belongs: 

“If a man who was rich enough in this world’s goods 

saw that one of his brothers was in need, 

but closed his heart to him, 

how could the love of God be living in him? 

“y Children, our love is not just words or mere talk, 

but something real and active.”     (1 Jn 3, 17-18) 

21.
He experiences the richness of the divine Commandment: 

“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul... 

“... You must love your neighbor as yourself...”     (Matt 22, 36-40) 


which means: 



to love them with a love of friendship, 



in which: 


Together, let’s thank God!... 

Today, our Society of the Missionaries of the Holy Apostles has received the good news of its Approbation by the Holy See - Sacred Congregation for the Evangelization of the People, or Propagation of the Faith, - as a Society of Diocesan right.  

October 15th, 1971 

Fr. Eusèbe-H. MENARD
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