PERU AND ITS WAIFS
To Luis Jaime Cisneros, my teacher in respect to believing in this Peru now comes into being.
(In: El Observador, Lima, thurs, 3 June 1982, editorial, p. 13 by J. V. Requejo Extract)

“Only too well knowest thou why they all came flocking down from the Sierra. For – up there - there’s no hope at all: whereas, in Lima, they can lift themselves up, from beggars to peons, from peons to employees; from outcasts to property-owners, although in a hut the Police threaten to wreck, later on, as owners of their own built-by-night house of bricks…”

Thus describes José María Arguedas – in his Todas las Sangres – the drama actually lived by one-half of the whole population of Peru. Right now, in Peru today, one out of two Peruvian families lives in poverty; furthermore, out of these poor, 35% find themselves in a condition of “critical poverty”, a euphemism coined by sociologists for another way of saying “dying from hunger.”

In keeping with Statistics, a 44% of the entire population of the land is under 15 years of age. Right today, we have inexistence 15 million kids, one half of whom is at work in shocking hardness. For example, one million-and-a-half of them are consigned to field work; harvesting sugar; picking cotton; plucking corn or potatoes. For them, the earliest occupation of all is herding flocks. Yet, out of these country-born youngsters, 213 of each 1,000 die in infancy, their life-expectancy being no better than was that in the France of 1789. Worse off than Peru in regard to infant-mortality are only 3 lands – Honduras, Guatemala and Bolivia – where as Cuba, on the other hand, stands at the top of the list for high life-expectancy in all Latin America.

MORTALITY-STATISTICS

A brutal fact of life: we have alive in Peru today millions of kids, doomed all of them to death before having reached 5 years of age. Manuel Moreyra refers to one million dead hostages among children, who pay the price of inflation… The more exact figure is 2,700,000 who are doomed to death before having reached five years of age. Intestinal or respiratory illnesses – due to malnutrition – put an end to their febrile existences. How shocking are the statistics recorded in Apurimac, Ayacucho and Puno: with our professional doctors crowding into Lima all of them, such departamentos are reduced to sub-standard in the most elementary hygiene; right now, an epidemic of measles is afflicting Ayacucho.

The truth is that less than 40% of the whole population of Peru gets medical attention. 51% of all pregnant mothers get no pre-natal attention. Post-birth medical attention fails to reach 66%. Fed of herbal infusions, the kids from the barriadas take on incurable mental disorders at a ratio of ten out of every hundred. Let’s pause and consider: if by the year 2000 Peru has 11 million kids, we’ll have on our hands over-a million child-idiots. And whose who be spared being idiots are condemned to make their living – from five on – as porters; some will be automobile- “watchers’; others will have jobs in domestic service; others will thieve.

A CALL FOR BIRTH-CONTROL

The worst of it is that we ourselves turn insensitive to the problem, when presented with it in form of dull statistics. We can enquiring, in which corner of Peru die the most kids?

That corner is Iquitos in the section of Belén. Belén has on display kids by the thousand with protruding bellies – caused by malnutrition – at play, playing naked among hogs and flies, buzzards and dogs, in total filth.

The high rate of birth – currently at 2.9 percent – will have dropped by the 2,000 to a mere 2.4 percent. While in other lands, China, for instance, where population – increase is at zero – level, things can improve. But here, no improvement can be even contemplated until twenty more years have passed.

Right now, today, we have in Peru almost 2 million kids who go to school – less. And the tendency is for ever-increasing drop-outs from the school system. There exists, furthermore, a disproportion – by international standards – between the capacity of children born in Peru indifferent social classes: intellectual quotient for children of upper-class Peruvians is 115; the same, for middle-class children is 101; the same for children of working-class level is 92.

VICTIMS OF THE SYSTEM

The children are the ones who suffer most under a “working-class dictatorship”. The father – a victim, first, of the system – turns tyrant in his own home. The roughening an unjust system pays out to him, he repeats, taking vengeance on his family. He is a brutal macho with his wife, who often gets a beating besides. The children are the heaviest sufferers.

A marginal family fails to have identity even as a family. In it, there is a lack of communication; there is distrust and envy; there is insecurity, fatalism, irresponsibility; there is hypochondria and brutal violence.
This whole situation was summed up in words of Augusto Salazar Bondy: “We have a working capitalistic system here among us, but not at all as a system yielding benefits to us, but rather as a system of continuous oppression. We have a system that is rigid and deficit-financed, which has not eradicated pernicious habits of the native economy; it has, instead, perpetuated such habits, using them to its own advantage; it acts indeed as system of repression rather than as one of progress…”

THE ROLE OF MASS-MEDIA

In our cities, slum-conditions are ever on the increase. In Rímac, for example, an average of 7.11 persons is compelled to exist in home-areas of 12.83 square meters. This, needless to say, acts towards the stunting of development in kids. Further, it should be known that 72% of all buildings in Peru have a floor of earth; 67% lack drinking water, 83% lack sewage-disposal; 78% lack electricity and 60% are one-room homes. All these conditions tend to have a depressing effect on kids. Nor has a kid much room for play outdoors. Working in the favor of kids are organizations like INRED and SERPAR…
Since playing at some sport is a factor of consequence in the socialization of the individual, it’s worth taking note of the fact that 63% of all Peruvian boys compete playing at soccer, yet only 13% are subject to any kind of pastime of a cultural sport.

In our country, all of the kids reading matter in the style of printed stories are foreign –printed. Only 17% of our public libraries have a reading room for kids. Our movie theaters are full of sex and violence. On television, there are programs for kids, but to the kids own degradation. Of Lima’s radio broadcasting system, with 32 stations, there are only 7 hours a day of programs for kids. Taking all this into consideration, it’s not odd that Peruvian mothers – those who are in the know – wish to avert conception. Birth-control as such is unknown…
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